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Vice President-Academic (Master’s) 

 

BRANDY VANDERBYL 

 
I am hoping to be elected for the position of Vice-President Academic Affairs (Master’s) in 

2013/2014. For the upcoming year I will be a MSc(A)-2 Direct-Entry student and I would 

love to spend my final year representing master’s students.   

As a “mature student” I have had many years of academic and professional experience that 

makes me a fitting candidate for this role. Part of the VP Academic duties is to plan 

academic and social events, both of which I have frequently been involved in during my 

previous master’s and in clinical research. For example, I organized a large National 

Neuroethics conference and ran several oncology clinical trials. Currently I manage an 

intramural hockey team with nursing and neuroscience graduate students; I really believe 

in the importance of social, networking and recreational activities like this to reduce 

student stress and build a sense of community. In the past, I hosted social events for the 

2014 graduating class but look forward to expanding these events to involve all years and 

streams of students.  

To date I have been involved peripherally in the NGSA by regularly attending Bridging the 

Gap events, social events, and Town Hall meetings. I was pleased to discover that 

communication I had with staff, SFAC representatives, and McGill Financial Aid has helped 

bring about increased bursary funding for the financially-difficult Qualifying Year. As 

discussion with students continues to highlight financial struggles as a significant stressor, 

I plan to better inform students of available scholarships and bursaries through a 

comprehensive summary of these funding opportunities. 

If elected, I would be thrilled to represent all graduate nursing students so that academic 

concerns and issues are appropriately addressed.  I look forward to talking with you to 

figure out how we can make our graduate students’ academic experience worthy of McGill’s 

renowned reputation. 
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KATRINA OBAS 

Hello all! 

My name is Katrina and I am going to be entering the last year of the Master’s program in 
the Direct-Entry stream next fall. I have become increasingly involved with the NGSA and 
would really like this opportunity to represent all you lovely graduate nurses in our 
association as VP Administration! 
 
I am suited for this position because I am organized and reliable; NGSA documents will be 
in safe hands with me! I also check my emails obsessively (more often than I blink) and 
read all of them thoroughly (yep, even spam), so I will ensure that all your enquiries and 
concerns are addressed in a timely manner. Since I already inform others about NGSA 
events and ‘drag’ them along anyway, being appointed to the position will afford me the 
opportunity to call it “official business” instead of “nagging”! Rest assured I will keep you 
up-to-date with the current happenings.  
 
I applied to this position last year and have waited patiently to show you once again my 
interest in the VP Administration position! Please vote for me! 
 
Thank you! 

Katrina Obas 

 

 

 

 


