
 

Fact sheet regarding PGSS Accreditation 

 Accreditation is the procedure a Quebec student association must follow to obtain legal recognition as the 

association representing a group of students at a university.  The main results of obtaining accreditation are that; 1) an 

accredited students’ association has the exclusive right to appoint student representatives to university committees (i.e. 

the university cannot choose the student reps; only the association can), and 2) an accredited student association may 

set a membership fee that the university must collect. 

 To obtain accreditation, a student group must conduct a poll in which at least 25% of members, representing a 

majority of those who vote, vote “yes”.  Put another way, two conditions must be met to obtain accreditation.  First, a 

majority of those who vote must vote “yes”.  Second, the number of students voting “yes “must exceed 25% of the 

student population. 

 Once accreditation is obtained, it is permanent.  However, at any time at least 12 months after accreditation, 

25% of the students who are part of an accredited student association may apply to the Ministry of Education for a vote 

to see whether the student body wishes to continue to be represented by the association.  Once again, both a majority 

and at least 25% of students must vote “no” for the accreditation to be revoked. 

 

A few specific facts about accreditation (for details see the Act Respecting the Accreditation and Financing of Students’ 

Associations - 

http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=2&file=/A_3_01/A3_01_A.html):  

 

 The educational institution is obliged to recognize an accredited association as the representative of the 

students who are its members (s28) 

 Only the association may appoint students who “are called upon to sit or participate as student representatives 

on various  councils, committees or other bodies in the institution” (s32) 

 The educational institution must collect the association’s fees from each student at registration, provided that 

the association makes the request no later than 30 days before registration (s53) 

 The fees collected must be paid by the educational institution to the association no later than 30 days after the 

last day for registration (s55) 

 The educational institution must provide an accredited students’ association with the use of “bulletin boards 

and display stands” free of charge (s29) 

 The fee levy and any change to the fee levy must be approved “by a majority vote either at a general meeting or 

by referendum” (s52) 


